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How to Use This Book
Use this book to help students learn the “āā,” or  
“long a,” sound. To help students retain the information,  
follow this recommended approach.

Step 1:  Read “Doc Leeda’s Lesson of the Day”  
to students. 
Begin by reading aloud “Doc Leeda’s Lesson of the Day,” 
which explains the color-coded sound that will be used 
throughout the book. 

Step 2: Echo read with students.  
Read each page of the story aloud, and then ask students 
to read it aloud to you. Point to, or have students point 
to, each word as you read. Say to students:  
Remember that highlighted letters make the “āā” sound.

Step 3: Have students read on their own. 
Have students read the entire story aloud on their own, 
lending help as needed. Encourage students to point to 
each word as they read. Check for understanding with 
the questions provided after the story.
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Doc Leeda’s Lesson of the Day
“ā,” or “long a,” sound

A blueblue color code is used throughout the book 
to show words that make the “long a” sound.

Remember, these spellings may have other  
sounds in other types of words.

Letter(s) that can make the  
“long a” vowel sound Example words

“a” with silent “e” at the  
end of the word; may have an “s,” “d,” 

or “r” at the end of the word

snake/snakes
name/named
bake/baker

“ai” in the middle  
of a word

rain
train
snail

“ei” at the beginning  
or in the middle of a word

reindeer
 eight
weight

“ea” in the middle  
of a word

great
steak
break

“ay” at the end  
of a word

play
say
day

“ey” at the end  
of a word

they
obey
prey

Please note that while the indefinite article “a”  
is sometimes pronounced with the “long a” sound,  

in this book it is not color-coded.
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Doc Leeda is an animal doctor, or vet. 

She has a magical gift. Doc Leeda can 

understand and speak to animals.
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On Fridayay, Farmer Jaanee called Doc Leeda. 

“I am getting a new maalee horse on Sundayay. 

Could you please maakee sure he is okayay?” 

asked Farmer Jaanee.

“I will come on Sundayay afternoon,” Doc Leeda 

said. “Please keep him awayay from the other 

horses until I get there.”

“Okayay! He can stayay in the traiailer until you sayay 

it’s okayay,” said Farmer Jaanee.
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On Sundayay, Doc Leeda arrived at the 

farm. Farmer Jaanee was waiaiting outside 

the house.

“Hello, Jaanee!” Doc Leeda waaveed as she 

maadee her wayay to the house.
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“I am glad you could maakee it,” said 

Jaanee. “The new horse is in the traiailer. 

I gaavee him water, and he aatee part of a 

baalee of hayay.”

“Greaeat!” said Doc Leeda.
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“How many horses do you have on the farm?”  

asked Doc Leeda.

“He will be my eieighth horse. I hope he and my  

maaree Kayay will get along. She is an adult femaalee. 

She is ready for a maatee,” said Farmer Jaanee.
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“Do you know the new horse’s aagee?” asked 

Doc Leeda.

“He is eieight years old,” said Farmer Jaanee. 

“His naamee is Treyey.”

“I will go see him in his traiailer now,” said 

Doc Leeda.

“I need to feed the other animals before the 

raiain comes todayay,” said Farmer Jaanee. “Then I 

will meet you at the traiailer.”
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Doc Leeda went to the traiailer. She heard the horse 

sayay, “This is a new plaacee! I am so afraiaid.” 

Other people would have just heard the horse 

neieigh. But Doc Leeda could understand what he 

was sayaying.

“Don’t be afraiaid,” said Doc Leeda as she opened 

the traiailer. A grayay horse stood inside.

“I am Doc Leeda. I will help taakee care of you.”  

She took Treyey’s reieins and led him out of the traiailer.
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“Wow! I can understand what you are 

sayaying!” said Treyey.

“I have a magical gift. It allows me to 

understand and speak to animals. Other 

humans don’t know about it. So I won’t 

talk to you when Farmer Jaanee is around,” 

explaiained Doc Leeda.
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“Thank you for brushing his maanee 

and taiail. He looks greaeat!” said 

Farmer Jaanee.

“Treyey is ready to meet the other 

horses now. I think he will like your 

femaalee horse,” said Doc Leeda.
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Check for Understanding

Ask students the following questions to 

review Doc Leeda’s “long a” lesson.

1.  Which letters in the word “train” make 

the “āā,” or “long a,” sound?

2.  Read the following word aloud: crane.  

Then ask: Which letters in the word “crane” 

make the “āā,” or “long a,” sound?

3.  Read the following sentence aloud:  

Sam plays with clay.  

Then ask: Which two words in the sentence 

have the “āā,” or “long a,” sound?
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Doc Leeda’s List
Words that make the “āā” sound

afraiaid

aagee

aatee

awayay

baalee 

braiaided

braavee 

caamee

chaasee

detaiails

eieight

eieighth

explaiained

femaalee 

Fridayay 

gaatee

gaavee

graiain

graateeful

grayay

greaeat

hayay

Jaanee

Kayay

laacee

maadee

maakee

maalee

maanee

maatee

mayay

Mondayay

naamee

naameed

neieigh

neieighbor

okayay

paiaid

plaacee

playay

raiain

reieins

sayay

sayaying

scaalee

shaapee

stayay

stayaying

Sundayay

taiail

taakee

theyey 

todayay

traiail

traiailer

Treyey

waiait

waiaiting

waaveed

wayay

weieigh


